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WelcomeRemarksby H.E.LeLuong Minh

Secretary-GeneralofASEAN

50th AnniversaryofASEAN

---------

Excellencies,LadiesandGentlemen,
WearehonouredtohaveHisExcellencyJokoWidodo,President

oftheRepublicofIndonesiajoiningustoday.IthankthePresident

forhispresencetograce thiscelebrativeceremony.

IrecognizeHerExcellencyRetnoMarsudiForeignMinister,Their

Excellencies Hassan Wirajuda and Marty Natalegawa,Former

ForeignMinsitersofIndonesia,

His Excellency Dato’SriAnifah Aman,Foreign Ministerof

Malaysia,

TheirExcelleciesTanSriAjitSingandOngKengYong,Former

Secretaries-GeneralofASEAN

HisExcellencyDjarotSaifulHidayat,GovernorofJakarta,

Excellencies, Ambassadors,RepresentativesofASEANMember

StatesandDialoguePartners,InternationalandNon-Governmental

Organizations,

MembersoftheDiplomaticCorps,

DistinguishedGuests, 

LadiesandGentlemen,

1.Ithankyouallforyourpresenceaswe mark themomentous

milestone-thegoldenanniversaryofASEAN.

 

2.Whenitwasestablishedfivedecadesago,on8August1967

withthesigningoftheBangkokDeclaration,manydoubted

thatinaregionsodiverseandembroiledinhostilitiesandintra

-muraltensionsragingatthepeakoftheColdWar,ASEAN

wouldsurvive.
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3.Eveninthatdifficultcontext,ASEAN determineditsultimate

objectivewastouniteallnationsofdiverseSoutheastAsia

underoneroof.And,“bondedasone”;“look-inout-wardtothe

world”;“peace,ourgoalfrom theverystart”;and“prosperityto

last”,itwereasiftheASEANmanualhadbeenwriten50years

ago.ItisthisvisionofunityindiversitythathasmadeASEAN

everrelevantandperpetual.Itisthisfar-sightedvisionthatwe

seeinthepresentitspast,thatmadepeopledaretodream

andcaretoshare.Itisthisfar-sightedvisionthathasenabled

ASEAN tosurviveandthrive.

4.From afledgingassociation,overcomingthechallengesinthe

courseofitsevolutionthroughadecades-longprocessof

Communitybuilding,ASEAN hasperseveredandprospered

overthepastfiftyyearstobecomeanindispensableplayer

andmajorcontributortopeace,security andprosperityin

SoutheastAsiaandbeyond.ASEANhasfundamentallyshaped

the regionalagenda and has thrived againstallodds to

becomeoneofthemostsuccessfulregionalorganizations.

ASEAN todayiswidelyrecognisedasaneffectivemodelof

regionalism inallthreekeydimensions:regionalpeaceand

security,economicintegrationandinstitutionbuilding.

5.Through thepromotionof trust,confidenceandpeaceful

relationsamongitsMemberStatesandwithothercountriesin

and beyond the region and through the developmentand

strengthening oflegalinstruments and mechanisms that

uphold the principles of peacefulexistence and pacific

settlementofdisputes,economicpartnershipsthatpromote

free trade and faircompetition,socialpolicies embracing

inclusive development,ASEAN has become an anchorof

peace,adriverofeconomicintegrationandaplatform for



3

comprehensivesecurity,aCommunitywherepeaceamongits

membersisguaranteed;peacewithneighbourscanwellbe

maintained; its economies increasingly integrated, a

Communitywheresixhundredmillionpeoplefrom different

nationalpolitical,social,culturalandreligiousbackgroundsdo

shareandcare.

6.Asmuchaswhat hasbeenachievedover50yearsofits

regionalintegration,challengesremainsforASEANalongthe

way.TheformalestablishmentoftheASEAN Communityat

theendof2015andtheadoptionoftheASEANCommunity

Vision2025anditsthreecorrespondingCommunityblueprints

were testamentto ASEAN’s continued commitmentto its

forward-lookingintegrationagenda.AsASEANenters anew

phaseof itsjourney,itneedsthecontinuedsupportofits

MemberStates,its peoples,Dialogue Partners and other

stakeholders.ASEAN needsto staythecourseand stand

united to weather the current tide of complicated

developmentsinregionalandglobalsituationsrangingfrom

persisting developmentgaps,thespread ofextremistand

terrorist ideologies, protectionism, the proliferation of

weaponsofmassdestructionand tensionsresulting from

maritime sovereignty disputes, upholding ASEAN

centrality andtheprincipleofopenregionalism,ensuringits

role asaneffectiveplayerinmaintainingregionalpeaceand

stability,andanenvironmentconducivetorealisingitsvision

ofatrulyrules-based,resilient,people-centredCommunity,an

ASEANcapableofplayingbiggerrolesinrespondingasoneto

regionalandglobalchallenges.

7.Aswearecelebratingthis happybirthdayoftheorganization

thatweallcare,thiswillbethelasttimeIam withyouonsuch
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momentousoccasions.Letmesharewithyoumyconviction

thatfollowingthewayofASEAN“bondedasone”;“look-inout

-wardtotheworld”;with“peace,ourgoalfrom theverystart”;

and“prosperitytolast”,theASEAN generationof50next

yearswillhavemoretocelebrate.

Thankyou!


