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Overview of ASEAN-New Zealand Dialogue Relations 
 

1. New Zealand became ASEAN's Dialogue Partner in 1975. New Zealand, along 
with Australia and Japan, were among the first Dialogue Partners to hold Summits with 
ASEAN in 1977.  

2. ASEAN-New Zealand relations have been strengthened by building upon areas 
of mutual interest and comparative advantages of both sides. The dialogue partnership 
between ASEAN and New Zealand has contributed to the building of mutual trust and 
respect, good neighborliness and interdependence, and mutual benefits.  

3. ASEAN-New Zealand partnership reached a significant milestone with the 
adoption of the ASEAN-New Zealand Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Partnership 
for 2010-2015 and the Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration at the PMC +1 
Session with New Zealand on 22 July 2010 in Ha Noi. The Joint Declaration aims to 
broaden and deepen the ASEAN-New Zealand partnership in political and security, 
economic, and socio-cultural cooperation that is pro-active and responsive to future 
developments. 

4. ASEAN-New Zealand will celebrate another milestone this year with the 
convening of the 40th Anniversary Commemorative Summit in Kuala Lumpur in 
November 2015.  The PMC+1 Session with New Zealand on 5 August 2015 affirmed 
their commitment to enhance the dialogue relations and agreed to elevate the ASEAN-
New Zealand Dialogue Relations from a Comprehensive Partnership to a Strategic 
Partnership. The Joint Statement of the Leaders and the new ASEAN-New Zealand 
Plan of Action for 2016-2020 will be adopted at the Summit.  

A. Political-Security Cooperation 

5. An ASEAN-Australia and New Zealand Commemorative Summit was convened 
in November 2004 in Vientiane to commemorate the 30th anniversary of ASEAN-
Australia and ASEAN-New Zealand dialogue relations.  

6. Six years after its very first Summit, ASEAN and New Zealand convened the 
ASEAN-New Zealand Commemorative Summit to mark the 35th anniversary of ASEAN-
New Zealand dialogue relations back-to-back with the 17th ASEAN Summit in Ha Noi in 
October 2010.  

7. In July 2013, New Zealand announced the NZ Inc. ASEAN Strategy on “New 
Zealand‟s ASEAN Partnership: One Pathway to Ten Nations”, which aims for New 
Zealand to be better connected with every ASEAN Member State and the ASEAN 
Community as a whole. It also sets specific targets for New Zealand to boost trade and 
investment with ASEAN through enhanced engagement of New Zealand‟s private 
sector and businesses in Southeast Asia. 

8. New Zealand has appointed its first dedicated Ambassador to ASEAN, Ms. 
Stephanie Lee, who presented her Letter of Credence to Secretary-General of ASEAN, 
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H.E. Le Luong Minh, on 3 November 2014 and has officially established its Mission to 
ASEAN in Jakarta on 22 October 2015.  

9. New Zealand acceded to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia 
(TAC) on 28 July 2005 and signed the ASEAN – New Zealand Joint Declaration to 
Combat International Terrorism on 29 July 2005 in Vientiane, underlying its strong 
commitment to enhancing cooperation with ASEAN for peace, stability and security in 
the region.  

10. New Zealand actively participates in ASEAN-initiated mechanisms such as the 
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), the ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting Plus (ADMM 
Plus) and the East Asia Summit (EAS). New Zealand has played a proactive role in the 
ARF through its participation in a number of activities in confidence building and 
preventive diplomacy. New Zealand is co-chairing with Brunei Darussalam the ADMM-
Plus Experts‟ Working Group (EWG) on Maritime Security for 2014-2017. The 
3rdADMM-Plus was held from 4-5 November 2015. New Zealand conducted the 10th 
Experts‟ Working Group on Maritime Security and the ADMM-Plus Future Leaders‟ 
Programme in New Zealand in September 2015. New Zealand will also conduct a 
combined Exercise with the EWGs on Maritime Security and Counterterrorism in May 
2016.  It has also been an active participant in cooperation under the EAS priority areas 
such as energy, disaster management, finance, education and the environment.  New 
Zealand and Indonesia co-chaired an EAS Disaster Recovery Workshop on 12 June 
2015 in Bali. 

11. Other consultative meetings such as the ASEAN Post Ministerial Conference 
(PMC+1) Session with New Zealand, the ASEAN-New Zealand Dialogue and the 
meetings of the ASEAN-New Zealand Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) have 
provided opportunities for both ASEAN and New Zealand to review contemporary 
political-security, economic, socio-cultural and development cooperation issues of 
mutual interest.  

12. Cooperation in counter-terrorism and combating transnational crime have been 
strengthened through the framework of the „ASEAN-New Zealand Joint Declaration for 
Cooperation to Combat International Terrorism‟, focusing on areas such as community 
policing, terrorist prosecutions, border security (aviation and maritime), cross-border 
investigations, counter terrorist financing and money laundering, and cyber security. 
New Zealand participated in the 2015 SOMTC-New Zealand consultation in June 2015 
and cooperates through the Bali Process and other regional fora to combat people 
smuggling and trafficking in persons.  

13. ASEAN and New Zealand also exchanged high level visits, including i) official 
visits of H.E. Murray McCully, Minister of Foreign Affairs of New Zealand and H.E. Rtd 
Hon. John Key, Prime Minister of New Zealand to the ASEAN Secretariat on 19 October 
2010 and 16 April 2012, respectively; ii) official visit of H.E. Surin Pitsuwan, the then 
Secretary-General of ASEAN, to New Zealand on 6-11 September 2009; and iii) official 
visit of H.E. Le Luong Minh, Secretary-General of ASEAN, to New Zealand on 23-26 
February 2015 as part of the commemorative celebration to promote ASEAN‟s interest 
in New Zealand.  
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B. Economic Cooperation 

14. Trade and investment between ASEAN and New Zealand have constantly 

expanded in the past years. In 2014, total two-way trade reached USD 10.7 billion, a 

significant increase of 9.4% from USD 9.8 billion in 2013. Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI) from New Zealand to ASEAN has slightly down from USD 388 million in 2013, to 

over USD 319 million in 2014, with a share of 0.23% of total inward investment to 

ASEAN in 2014. Tourist arrivals from New Zealand to ASEAN in 2014 have been 

accounted at over 461 thousands, a 6.2% increase compare to the 2013 figures at 438 

thousands.1  

 

15. An agreement to establish the ASEAN–Australia–New Zealand Free Trade Area 

(AANFTA) was signed by the three Parties on 27 February 2009 in Cha-am/Hua Hin, 

Thailand. The AANZFTA Agreement is the first region-to-region free trade agreement 

for both ASEAN and Australia and New Zealand. It is also the fourth free trade 

agreement between ASEAN and Dialogue Partners (after China, the Republic of Korea 

and Japan) and the first that Australia and New Zealand have jointly negotiated with 

other countries.  

16. The AANZFTA Agreement entered into force on 1 January 2010 and is now 
being implemented by all Parties. Under the AANZFTA, Under the AANZFTA, tariff 
reductions started gradually with free trade to be fully realised by 2015. As of June 
2015, there were 59 approved ECWP projects, 32 of which have been completed. A 
general review of the AANZFTA will take place in 2016. The first Protocol to Amend the 
AANZFTA covering Chapters in Trade in Goods and Rules of Origin was signed in 
August 2014.  It is intended to make the AANZFTA more business-friendly, transparent 
and efficient by simplifying information requirements on certificates of origin and 
consolidating rules of origin.  

17. The AANZFTA Economic Cooperation Support Programme (AECSP) was 
established in 2010 and funds a five-year Economic Cooperation Work Programme 
(ECWP) and the AANZFTA Support Unit at the ASEAN Secretariat.  The ECWP 
consists of a range of activities covering goods, services, investment, intellectual 
property, competition-related aspects of AANZFTA. It includes general outreach 
activities including the promotion of cooperation and linkages between businesses 
including Small and Medium Enterprises in ASEAN and New Zealand.  It also helps to 
build technical capacity of ASEAN Member States to implement the various chapters of 
the AANZFTA. As of March 2015, there were 58 approved ECWP projects, 30 of which 
have been implemented. The AANZFTA Support Unit provides technical assistance and 
support to the FTA Joint Committee and Parties in implementing the Agreement.  

18. The ASEAN – CER (Closer Economic Relations) Integration Partnership Forum 
(IPF) was launched in June 2011 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  The Forum provides a 

                                                           
1
 ASEAN Trade and FDI Statistics Database as of 21 October 2015, ASEAN Tourism Statistics as of 16 

September 2015 
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useful platform for ASEAN, New Zealand and Australia to share experiences on 
economic integration and connectivity. The Forum has been convened four times and 
New Zealand hosted the Fourth IPF Seminar on “Agro-food trade: Tackling Non-Tariff 
Measures – Helping Trade to Flow Freely in Global Value Chains” in Auckland on 22 
May 2014.  

19. New Zealand is among the six Dialogue Partners of ASEAN joining the 
negotiation on the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) which was 
launched at the 21st ASEAN Summit on 20 November 2012.  In recognising the 
immense potential of the RCEP to support sustainable economic growth and equitable 
development and to deepen broader economic integration, efforts to intensify 
negotiations will be redoubled towards its conclusion.  

 

C. Social-cultural cooperation 

20. Cooperation in disaster risk management has been undertaken through the 
“Disaster Risk Management Flagship Programme”, focusing on New Zealand‟s support 
for the implementation of the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and 
Emergency Response (AADMER) and operationalisation of the ASEAN Coordinating 
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA Centre). New 
Zealand, through the New Zealand Aid Programme, provides NZ$600,000 funds for a 
two-year capacity building programme (2014-2016) for the AHA Centre.  

21. In education, the English Language Training for Officials (ELTO) programme has 
greatly contributed to improving English language skills of officials from ASEAN 
participating countries, in particular the CLMV countries as part of the implementation of 
Initiatives for ASEAN Integration (IAI) Work Plan II. Starting in January 2013, the 
number of students admitted to this programme has increased from 64 to 96 students 
per year. To date, over 1200 participants have been trained. The programme also 
reached out to 120 Myanmar officials to support Myanmar‟s Chairmanship of ASEAN 
last year and will provide training for 60 officials from Lao PDR in support of its ASEAN 
Chair role in 2016.  

22. Besides the ELTO, there are growing and significant links between the ASEAN 
and New Zealand tertiary institutions.  New Zealand is a participating country in the East 
Asian Summit (EAS) Education Ministers Meeting and supported a number of New 
Zealand education providers with activities within ASEAN. Knowledge about Asia is 
identified as priority in the New Zealand‟s school curriculum, reflecting Asia‟s 
importance to New Zealand economically and socially. 

23. Cooperation in the promotion of the rights of women and children is currently 
being explored. At the invitation of the Chair of the ASEAN Committee on Women and 
Children (ACWC), a representative from New Zealand attended the 8th ACWC Meeting, 
which was held on 18 February 2014 at the ASEAN Secretariat, to discuss potential 
areas of cooperation, including New Zealand‟s support for the work of the ACWC and 
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strengthen ASEAN‟s capacity to comply with their obligations under international 
conventions on the rights of women and children to which ASEAN Member States are 
parties.  

24. New Zealand regularly attends the EAS Environmental Track SOM Meetings to 
strengthen links between New Zealand and ASEAN in areas of mutual interest such as 
biodiversity conservation, natural resources management, green technology 
development, environmental governance, sustainable development, chemicals and 
hazardous wastes control, sustainable forest management, and climate change.  New 
Zealand is also a member of the Asia Pacific Carbon Market Roundtable (APCMR) 
Forum together with several ASEAN Member States. New Zealand hosted the 7th 
APCMR in Rotorua in March 2015.  

 

D. Development Cooperation 

25. The Four Flagship Initiatives, namely the ASEAN-New Zealand Scholarship, 
Young Business Leaders' Exchange, Disaster Risk Management and Agricultural 
Diplomacy progammes, have provided technical assistance and support to ASEAN in 
different areas within the implementation of the Plan of Action.  

26. New Zealand through the “ASEAN – New Zealand Young Business Leaders‟ 
Initiative (YBLI)” is supporting efforts to enable young business leaders from ASEAN 
Member States to foster better links with New Zealand‟s business community.  The 
YBLI has benefited 46 young leaders from ASEAN region as of June 2015. New 
Zealand also continues to provide funding to the Economic Research Institute for 
ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA).   

27. The “Agriculture Diplomacy Flagship Programme”, aims to assist ASEAN Member 
States in a number of areas such as agricultural research, agribusiness, security, food 
safety, agricultural education and training. The first phase of the project “SPS 
Regulatory Cooperation-Dairy Phase I visit to Australia and New Zealand” under the 
AANZFTA Economic Cooperation Work Programme was conducted from 24 November 
to 4 December 2014. The project enabled ASEAN officials to learn technical and 
practical experiences of New Zealand‟s regulatory framework and development of dairy 
production. New Zealand also continues to provide support for agricultural training 
through the Mekong Institute and the NZ-ASEAN scholarships.   

28. Apart from cooperation in support of ASEAN‟s three Community pillars, New 
Zealand has provided assistance to support the implementation of the Initiative for 
ASEAN Integration (IAI). As of April 2015, New Zealand‟s projects officially accredited 
as IAI under the new IAI Guidelines include studies and capacity building projects under 
the AECSP Training on Project Proposal Formulation, technical assistance to the AHA 
Centre and the English Language Training of Senior officials.  

29. ASEAN and New Zealand have not established a cooperation fund. New 
Zealand‟s contribution to ASEAN is made through its New Zealand Agency for 
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International Development (NZAID) as well as separate contribution from its various 
national agencies. The New Zealand‟s Official Development Assistance (ODA) to IAI 
beneficiary countries is estimated to amount to NZ$101 million over the four-year period 
of 2011-2015. 

30. Another important area of New Zealand‟s support to ASEAN is strengthening the 
ASEAN Secretariat. New Zealand provides two Scholar Awards per annum for staff of 
the ASEAN Secretariat to study in New Zealand and joint funding (with Australia) for the 
AANZFTA Unit.  In order to meet the priority training need of the ASEAN Secretariat, 
New Zealand has agreed to provide Short Term Training Awards (STTAs) in public 
sector leadership for the ASEAN Secretariat staff starting from 2016. The concept is 
currently being developed. 

E. New Zealand’s New Initiatives for ASEAN-New Zealand Cooperation  

Plan of Action (PoA) 2016-2020 

31. ASEAN and New Zealand have started discussions on the next Plan of Action 
(2016-2020).  The new Plan of Action will continue to fulfill the goals and objectives set 
out in the Joint Declaration on ASEAN – New Zealand Comprehensive Partnership, with 
new priorities and measures to be undertaken by both sides to further deepen the ties, 
realise the full potential of the partnership in all areas of common interests, and support 
the ASEAN Community‟s post – 2015 vision. Within the context of the next ASEAN-New 
Zealand Plan of Action, New Zealand has proposed areas where it can provide practical 
contributions to the ASEAN Community as a notable demonstration of New Zealand‟s 
firm commitment to the Strategic Partnership.  

32. The new PoA will, among others, focus on two key strategies which will provide 
the framework for significant increased investment over the next five years and beyond: 

i) People Strategy: The People Strategy will build opportunities for training and 
exchanges with greater flow of people in both directions, with a focus on youth, 
especially current and future leaders.  

ii) Prosperity Strategy: The Prosperity Strategy will support ASEAN‟s economic 
development and regional economic integration, focusing on areas where New 
Zealand has specific skills and potential to offer. It will include an extension of 
the cooperation provided under AANZFTA‟s Economic Work Programme. 

32. Based on the key strategies, New Zealand has proposed expanding its existing 
flagship programmes in areas where it can provide practical contribution to the ASEAN 
Community, including the following: 

i) Short-term diplomatic skills training course for junior diplomats from the ASEAN 
region and annual fellowship programme for ASEAN; 

ii) A knowledge and skills programme focusing on vocational training and 
expansion of the ELTO programme; 
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iii) An expanded agricultural flagship programme to boost agricultural incomes 
through control of foot and mouth disease that affected animals in ASEAN 
Member States; 

iv) An expanded disaster management flagship programme focusing on investment 
in pre-positioning supplies in ASEAN‟s regional Depot in Malaysia; and 

v) Trade-related capacity building programme, including cooperation on regulatory 
and trade policy issues, building on AANZFTA, and strengthening the capability 
of the ASEAN Secretariat.  

 

THE END 


