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OVERVIEW
ASEAN-BRAZIL SECTORAL DIALOGUE PARTNERSHIP

A. Introduction

1. Brazil was conferred the status of Sectoral Dialogue Partner of ASEAN by the 55th
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on 3 August 2022 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

2. The ASEAN-Brazil Sectoral Dialogue Partnership was institutionalised through the

convening of the 1St ASEAN-Brazil Joint Sectoral Cooperation Committee (AB-JSCC)
Meeting on 1 December 2022, which signified the launch of ASEAN-Brazil formal
cooperation mechanism. The Meeting also adopted the Terms of Reference for the AB-
JSCC and agreed to develop an ASEAN-Brazil Practical Areas of Cooperation (PCA).

3. Pursuant to the outcome of the 1St AB-JSCC, the ASEAN-Brazil Sectoral Dialogue
Partnership: Practical Cooperation Areas (2024-2028) was developed and adopted at the

2nd AB-JSCC on 14 December 2023. The PCA serves as a practical guide to substantiate
the ASEAN-Brazil partnership in practical areas where ASEAN and Brazil have the
expertise and mutual interests, including combating transnational crime, maritime
cooperation, peacekeeping and reconciliation, good governance, human rights, trade and
investment, digital economy, consumer protection and product safety, finance, energy,
food security and nutrition, tourism, science, technology and innovation, information and
communication technology, transport and civil aviation, mineral cooperation, creative
economy, education, people-to-people exchanges, disaster management and
humanitarian assistance, public health, climate change, environmental protection, gender
equality and women empowerment, social welfare and development, and elimination of
child labour and all forms of discrimination, abuse and violence against children.

4, Brazil appointed its first Ambassador to ASEAN in 2011. The first dedicated
Ambassador of Brazil to ASEAN, H.E. Henrique Archanjo Ferraro, presented his
credentials to the Secretary-General of ASEAN on 21 March 2024. Brazil established the
Mission of Brazil to ASEAN based in Jakarta in March 2024 to work closely with the
Committee of Permanent Representatives to ASEAN and the ASEAN Secretariat to
strengthen the ASEAN-Brazil partnership.

B. Political-Security Cooperation

5. Brazil acceded to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) on
17 November 2012. Brazil was the first Latin American country to accede to the TAC.
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6. The inaugural Trilateral Ministerial Meeting between the Chair of ASEAN, Brazil,
and the ASEAN Secretariat was held on 9 October 2023 in Jakarta, Indonesia. The
Ministers noted the progress made in the ASEAN-Brazil partnership, charted its future
direction, and exchanged views on matters of common interest.

C. Economic Cooperation

7. Brazil has concluded a number of sectoral agreements with several ASEAN
Member States in areas such as trade, technical cooperation, air services, agriculture,
and science and technology.

8. ASEAN and Brazil have enjoyed considerable trade and investment relations
despite recent fluctuation. The trade figure slightly decreased from USD 33.52 billion in
2022 to USD 33.29 billion in 2023. The Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows from Brazil
to ASEAN increased from USD -19.02 million in 2022 to USD 6.55 million in 2023. The
number of tourist arrivals significantly increased to 92,124 in 2023 from 45,928 in 2022.1

D. Socio-Cultural Cooperation

0. Brazil has established bilateral socio-cultural cooperation with ASEAN Member
States in areas such as sports and education. Under the ASEAN-Brazil partnership, Brazil
supported a Portuguese Language Course for ASEAN Diplomats and ASEAN Secretariat
staff in 2023 and 2024.

10. A Technical Mission of ASEAN to Brazil was held in 2023 to explore capacity
building in the four key areas, namely: (i) renewable energy; (ii) agriculture, food and
nutritional security; (iii) health; and (iv) science, technology and innovation.

1 ASEAN Statistics Database as of September 2024.



