Final

ASEAND

LAO PDR 2024

ASEAN : Enhancing Connectivity and Resilience

ASEAN-CHINA JOINT STATEMENT ON
PROMOTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SMART AGRICULTURE

We, the Member States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the People’s
Republic of China, gathered in Vientiane, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, on 10 October
2024 for the 27" ASEAN-China Summit.

Reaffirming that agriculture is a key area in ASEAN-China cooperation, and digital economy
represents an important direction for smart and sustainable agricultural development in the future
and could contribute to the sustainable development, food and water security, and shared prosperity
of the region;

Recalling the consensus on smart agriculture reflected in such documents as the Initiative on
Building ASEAN-China Partnership on Digital Economy, the ASEAN-China Joint Statement on
Food Security Cooperation, the ASEAN-China Joint Statement on Deepening Agricultural
Cooperation, and the ASEAN-China Action Plan on Green Agricultural Development (2023-
2027), as well as in smart agriculture events as part of the celebration of the 2023 ASEAN-China
Year of Agricultural Development and Food Security Cooperation;

Appreciating that ASEAN has released the ASEAN Digital Masterplan 2025 and launched
negotiation on the ASEAN Digital Economy Framework Agreement, and the Chinese government
has developed and published the Digital Agriculture and Village Development Plan (2019-2025)
and the 14" Five-Year Plan for Agricultural and Rural Digitalization;,

Recognizing the progress of smart agriculture in this region, further development of storage,
preservation and other cold chain logistics for farm produce, and improved digital literacy and
capabilities of farmers;

Calling on ASEAN countries and China to seize the opportunities brought by digital economy,
step up cooperation and facilitate the innovation and application of digital technologies across
agricultural sectors, while upholding the principles of mutual trust, mutual benefit, inclusiveness,
innovation and win-win outcomes;

Committed to making the benefits of digital technology available to all rural residents and
bridging the “digital divide” between urban and rural areas and between regions, so as to turn
digitally-enabled agricultural development into a new driver of ASEAN-China cooperation,
contributing to the development of ASEAN-China comprehensive strategic partnership, and
China’s efforts to realise the vision to build a closer ASEAN-China community with a shared
future;

Have agreed to take practical measures in the following fields:

1. Technology innovation and R&D. We will encourage research institutes to strengthen
cooperation and explore possibilities of establishing cooperation platforms for technology
innovation and joint R&D on key digital technologies in fields such as crop production, livestock
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production, animal health, fisheries, irrigation, food safety and traceability, post-harvest handling,
processing and trade, which can help make breakthroughs in advanced technologies, such as
sensors, robots and smart irrigation, to enhance the development of digital agriculture, respond to
climate change in agriculture, and promote technical exchange and cooperation in smart
agriculture field, to increase accessibility to digital technologies in agriculture for SMEs. We will
encourage the application of blockchain technology to ensure transparency in the supply chain and
traceability of agriculture products and sharing research results on new technologies to enhance
climate change resilience in agriculture. We will encourage leveraging digital technologies in
agriculture to explore possibilities of developing bio-circular-green economy as well as solution
to facilitate the transition to circular and low-carbon economy.

2. Digitalization of agricultural production. For stronger capabilities in supporting agricultural
production of the region, we will support the efforts to apply, among others, big data, cloud
computing and the Internet of Things, promote digitalization in prevention and control of plant
pests and animal and fishery diseases, consider building pilot smart farms for demonstration and
extension, consider sharing some of data such as weather and diseases between ASEAN and China,
and promote application of digital technologies and transformation in capture fisheries and
aquaculture.

3. Digital supply chain. We encourage efforts to scale up the application of digital technologies
in farming, warehousing, processing, logistics, wholesale, retail and consumption as well as make
use of e-commerce platforms for the online transaction of agricultural inputs and machinery and
sales of agri-products. We will also share the experience of developing e-commerce for poverty
reduction. We will promote digital economy in agriculture. We hope that the digital supply chain
will create added value and adhere to sustainable models such as ecological or circular agriculture.

4. Policy dialogue. We seek to align policies and plans where relevant and when there is mutual
interest and share experience of digitalization of agriculture to foster an enabling environment for
smart agriculture, by organizing events such as smart agriculture workshops and dialogues. We
will commit to develop smart, sustainable and responsible agriculture.

5. Capacity building. We commit to cooperation on capacity building, train smart agriculture
personnel, disseminate knowledge about smart agriculture, and thus enhance the digital literacy of
agricultural officials, businesses, rural industry pioneers, and farmers.

We encourage collaboration among stakeholders, including governments at all levels, international
organizations, research institutes, the private sector, civil society groups and producers, and
conduct activities such as policy dialogues, joint research, demonstration and capacity building, to
boost ASEAN-China cooperation on smart agriculture, therefore building up the strength of
agriculture, improving rural environment, and increasing farmers’ incomes.



