
APSC/PSD/PCD1/SPC/2024/10 
As Delivered 

 

 
Page 1 of 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Remarks by H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Secretary-General of ASEAN  

at the 

Committee of Permanent Representatives to ASEAN (CPR)  

Handover Ceremony 2024 

 

ASEAN Headquarters/ASEAN Secretariat, 12 December 2024 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Excellency Ambassador Bovonethat Douangchak, Permanent Representative of Lao 

PDR to ASEAN, Chair of the CPR, 

Excellencies, Permanent Representatives to ASEAN and Ambassador of Timor-Leste 

to ASEAN, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

1. A very Good Morning to everyone. 

2. Today, we gather to reflect on a year of significant achievements of the 
Committee of Permanent Representatives to ASEAN (CPR) under the able 
leadership of Lao PDR throughout its entire Chairmanship of ASEAN in 2024. 

3. I would like to begin by extending my deepest appreciation to Excellency 
Ambassador Bovonethat Douangchak, the Permanent Representative of Lao 
PDR to ASEAN. Your leadership has been instrumental in advancing ASEAN's 
collective mission and agenda, demonstrating unwavering commitment to our 
shared regional aspirations.  

4. You have not just managed your chairmanship very well; you have inspired us 
to reimagine what is possible for our regional community. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

5. Under Lao PDR's guidance, the CPR has played a pivotal role in strengthening 
ASEAN's institutional framework and in advancing ASEAN’s Community-
building efforts. Your leadership has been particularly notable in several key 
areas: 
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6. You have effectively facilitated cooperation across ASEAN's three community 
pillars—political-security, economic, and socio-cultural—ensuring that we have 
a holistic and integrated approach to regional challenges. You championed the 
development of the ASEAN Community Vision 2045, a forward-looking 
strategic document that will guide our organization's trajectory for the next two 
decades. You have also significantly advanced our external relations, most 
notably through the commemorations of the 50th Anniversary of ASEAN-
Australia Dialogue Relations and the 35th Anniversary of ASEAN-ROK Dialogue 
Relations, which highlighted ASEAN’s enduring partnerships and shared 
aspirations with our Dialogue Partners. 

7. The theme of Lao’s Chairmanship, "ASEAN: Enhancing Connectivity and 
Resilience," has been more than just a slogan—it has been a practical blueprint 
for action. You have prioritized economic integration, digital transformation, 
sustainability, and inclusive growth, positioning ASEAN to navigate the complex 
global landscape with confidence and strategic foresight. 

8. Equally significant was the progress made toward Timor-Leste's ASEAN 
membership. Building upon the in-principle agreement to admit Timor-Leste as 
the 11th member of ASEAN, 2024 has witnessed substantial advancements in 
its observer status and increased participation in ASEAN meetings, including 
towards the establishment of the Timor-Leste Support Unit in ASEC. These 
developments underscore ASEAN's unwavering commitment to regional 
inclusivity and strategic expansion. 

Excellencies, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

9. The CPR has been indispensable in supporting and propelling ASEAN's 
milestones and addressing pressing regional challenges. Serving as the 
operational backbone of our organization, the CPR's work is pivotal in 
facilitating consensus and building convergence on complex matters. Its input 
has been crucial in ensuring the seamless functioning of ASEAN's processes 
and at the same time in strategically shaping the region's response to emerging 
geo-political and economic challenges. 

10. The dedication and professionalism I have witnessed throughout the CPR's 
work this year are truly remarkable. This experience powerfully illustrates that 
ASEAN's true strength resides not merely in our collective agreements, but in 
the profound commitment of dedicated individuals who work diligently behind 
the scenes, transforming our shared vision into real and tangible regional 
progress. 

11. The close coordination and collaboration between the CPR and the ASEAN 
Secretariat have been fundamental to our collective success. Our partnership 
is characterized by open, constructive dialogue and mutual respect, exemplified 
through our regular engagements, including the CPR luncheons.  
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12. Looking forward, I am confident that these robust relationships will continue to 
evolve, fostering even stronger institutional ties and relationships. The synergy 
between the CPR and the Secretariat remains a critical asset in advancing 
ASEAN's shared vision and strategic objectives. 

13. Looking ahead, the CPR will play an increasingly pivotal role as ASEAN moves 
toward adopting the ASEAN Community Vision 2045 and the four Strategic 
Plans. The Vision 2045 and the four Strategic Plans will comprehensively 
address transformative challenges and opportunities, including sustainable 
development, digital transformation, regional security, and economic 
integration—each of which is essential to maintaining and strengthening 
ASEAN's relevance and dynamism in a rapidly evolving global landscape. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

14. As Lao PDR concludes its remarkable and successful Chairmanship, we now 
turn our collective attention to Malaysia, which will assume the leadership in 
2025 under the theme, "Inclusivity and Sustainability." This carefully chosen 
theme eloquently encapsulates ASEAN's profound aspirations for a future that 
is not only equitable and resilient but also strategically adaptive to our region's 
evolving challenges and opportunities. 

15. As we warmly welcome Malaysia's ASEAN Chairmanship, I extend my full and 
unwavering support to Ambassador Sarah and her able team, and the CPR in 
carrying forward ASEAN's critical mission and achieving our ambitious strategic 
goals for 2025 and beyond. I am confident that Malaysia's leadership will build 
upon the robust foundation laid by Lao PDR’s Chairmanship. 

16. Let me be unequivocal: the ASEAN Secretariat remains resolute and 
unwavering in our commitment to supporting the CPR and our Member States 
in pursuing and realizing our collective regional aspirations. Together, we will 
continue to write a compelling story of regional cooperation, mutual 
understanding, and shared prosperity. 

Thank you. 

 

 


