FINAL

ASEAN-AUSTRALIA JOINT LEADERS’ STATEMENT ON CONFLICT
PREVENTION AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN THE ASEAN-LED REGIONAL
ARCHITECTURE

WE, the Member States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
Australia, gathered on the occasion of the 5" ASEAN-Australia Summit on 28 October
2025 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;

EMPHASISING that the peace and stability of our region are our collective
responsibility, and underscoring our shared commitment to working together to
advance the security and prosperity of the region;

REAFFIRMING our mutual respect for the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity,
equality, non-interference and political independence of all nations as espoused in the
Charter of the United Nations, the ASEAN Charter, the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC), the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS), the 2011 Declaration of the East Asia Summit on the Principles
for Mutually Beneficial Relations (Bali Principles) as well as the ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific (AOIP);

REAFFIRMING our steadfast commitment to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
that is substantive, meaningful and mutually beneficial, based on friendship, mutual
trust, shared interests and a positive vision for our region’s future, recalling the
ASEAN-Australia Leaders’ Vision Statement — Partners for Peace and Prosperity;

ACKNOWLEDGING our shared commitment to diplomacy, maintaining and
promoting peace, security and stability in the region, as well as to the peaceful
resolution of disputes, including full respect for legal and diplomatic processes, without
resorting to the threat or use of force, in accordance with international law and
reaffirming the need for reliable and open channels of communication to reduce risks
of misunderstanding and miscalculation and prevent conflict in our region;

CONCERNED by the increase in conflicts in recent years and the respective dire
consequences, including on the health and safety of civilians and humanitarian
personnel, civilian infrastructure, economic prosperity and energy and food security;

ACKNOWLEDGING growing concerns that intensifying geo-strategic shifts are
heightening the risk of conflict, reiterating calls for peace and stability in the region,
emphasising ASEAN'’s role in shaping and leading the evolving regional architecture
that is built upon ASEAN-led mechanisms, and in ensuring that geopolitical and
geostrategic shifts will not disrupt peace, security, stability and prosperity for peoples
in the Indo-Pacific;

REAFFIRMING our commitment to uphold ASEAN Centrality and its vital role in
regional engagement, we reiterate our commitment to supporting an ASEAN-centred,
open, inclusive, transparent, resilient, and rules-based regional architecture that
upholds international law, built upon ASEAN-led mechanisms, including the East Asia
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Summit (EAS), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), and ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus);

FURTHER RECOGNISING that addressing heightened tensions requires a proactive
approach by all states to maintain peace and prevent conflict, in particular between
major powers through promoting mutual reassurance and opening lines of
communication at all levels, to ensure transparent, predictable and responsible
conduct that reduces risks of misunderstanding and miscalculation and prevents
disputes from escalating into conflict;

UNDERSCORING the vital role of multilateral institutions in promoting an enabling
environment for peace, stability and prosperity through fostering dialogue and
cooperation, including through UN peacebuilding architecture, and recognising
Australia’s current term on the UN Peacebuilding Commission (2025-2026); and
further underscoring the role of women in conflict prevention and their leadership in
preventive diplomacy and peacebuilding, including through the implementation of
ASEAN Regional Plan of Action on Women, Peace and Security;

REAFFIRMING the importance of supporting ASEAN-led efforts in maintaining and
promoting peace, stability, maritime safety and security, freedom of navigation and
overflight, unimpeded lawful maritime commerce and other internationally lawful uses
of the sea in the region. Emphasising the importance of non-militarisation and the need
to enhance mutual trust and confidence, exercise self-restraint in the conduct of
activities and avoid actions that may raise the risk of accidents, misunderstanding, and
miscalculation and may complicate the situation. Reaffirming the need for States to
pursue the peaceful resolutions of disputes, in accordance with universally recognised
principles of international law, including the 1982 UNCLOS, and to comply with the
relevant Standards and Recommended Practices by the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ) and the relevant instruments and conventions of the International
Maritime Organization (IMO). We continue to closely follow developments in the South
China Sea and take note of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on Maintaining
and Promoting Stability in the Maritime Sphere in Southeast Asia;

NOTING the UNGA Resolution A/RES/79/144 emphasising in the Preamble, the
universal and unified character of the 1982 UNCLOS, and reaffirming that the
Convention sets out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans and
seas must be carried out and is of strategic importance as the basis for national,
regional and global action and cooperation in the marine and maritime sectors, and
that its integrity needs to be maintained.

DO HEREBY COMMIT TO:

1. STRIVE to maintain regional peace, stability and prosperity, through
maintaining and strengthening an open, inclusive, transparent, resilient, and
rules-based regional architecture with ASEAN at its centre that upholds
international law and support ASEAN’s efforts in developing practical
cooperation to reduce the risk of conflict in the Indo-Pacific.

2. STRENGTHEN cooperation through ASEAN-led mechanisms to promote open
communication and dialogue, enhance mutual understanding, respect and
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benefit, promote strategic trust, and maintain transparent, predictable and
responsible conduct, in order to reduce the risk of misunderstanding and
miscalculation and prevent conflict in the Indo-Pacific region.

. SUPPORT ASEAN to explore cooperation through ASEAN-led mechanisms in
developing platforms, with appropriate terms of reference that ensure ASEAN
Centrality, that where appropriate and relevant, assess and mitigate risks
through exchange of information to facilitate early warning, support the efforts
to prevent and de-escalate conflict, as well as to promote mutual
understanding, while noting Australia’s interest in the ASEAN Direct
Communications Infrastructure (ADI) under the ADMM process.

. SUPPORT ASEAN’s efforts to reinforce the role of the East Asia Summit (EAS),
as the region’s premier Leaders-led forum for dialogue and cooperation on
broad strategic, political and economic issues of common interest and concern,
and support ASEAN in promoting inclusive and constructive dialogue and
cooperation in conflict prevention and crisis management efforts among EAS
participating countries to promote peace, mutual understanding, mutual trust,
friendship and to ensure transparent, predictable and responsible conduct
including through recognising the respective and complementary roles of the
EAS Foreign Ministers in providing strategic policy guidance, the EAS Senior
Officials in ensuring policy coordination and follow-up, as well as strengthening
the role of the Group of East Asia Summit Ambassadors in Jakarta as important
mechanisms to facilitate engagement and dialogue.

. SUPPORT ASEAN's efforts to revitalise the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), to
maintain its effectiveness, relevance and function as the leading regional
security forum, and to support its capacity to address emerging political and
security challenges while fostering a more substantive, constructive, and
interactive dialogue among the Participants and to manage, address and
reduce threats to regional peace and security, including through ARF’s
evolutionary approach of promotion of confidence-building measures,
development of preventive diplomacy and elaboration of approaches to conflict
resolution.

. ENHANCE and expand the scope and sophistication of practical defence
cooperation activities through the ADMM-Plus to build confidence, bolster
regional peace and security and address emerging common security
challenges.

. FURTHER ENHANCE maritime cooperation in the region to promote maritime
safety and security, including through dialogue, consultations, capacity-building
in implementing the 1982 UNCLOS and the relevant international instruments
including the relevant Standards and Recommended Practices of the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and the instruments and
conventions of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and
strengthening ASEAN-led mechanisms such as the ADMM-Plus and the
Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF).

. PROMOTE awareness on the importance of strengthening resilience against
traditional and non-traditional security threats and challenges that could
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undermine peace, security and stability of the region, and that may lead to
misunderstanding and miscalculation, which can escalate into conflict, while
respecting the principle of sovereignty.

. ENHANCE ASEAN-Australia cooperation on tackling non-traditional security
threats such as cybercrime and online scams, illicit drugs, trafficking in persons
including those related to forced criminality into online scam operations, artificial
intelligence (Al) enabled threats, and terrorism and violent extremism, that
undermine regional security and stability, including through enhanced
cooperation in the cyber domain, in particular under the ASEAN-Australia Cyber
Policy Dialogue as well as the ASEAN Senior Officials’ Meeting on
Transnational Crime (SOMTC) + Australia Consultation, the ASEAN Directors-
General of Immigration Department and Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs Ministers Meeting (DGICM) + Australia
Consultation, and other related ASEAN mechanisms.

10.FOSTER practical cooperation on conflict prevention and crisis management

with the participation of Track 1 and Track 2 stakeholders, as appropriate,
including through conducting tabletop exercises, trainings, workshops,
constructive dialogues and sharing of best practices to strengthen the
understanding and capacity of regional officials.

11.STRENGTHEN ASEAN'’s conflict prevention capabilities through further

political security and cross-pillar cooperation, including program and activities
under ASEAN-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, ASEAN
Institute for Peace and Reconciliation (ASEAN-IPR), and the Aus4ASEAN
Futures Initiative.

12.PROMOTE the full and equal participation and leadership of women in conflict

prevention and crisis management efforts in the region, and facilitate and
support opportunities for youth engagement on these efforts.

13.PROMOTE ASEAN-led track 1.5 and track 2 activities to develop in-depth

studies and practical recommendations on confidence building measures,
preventive diplomacy initiatives and other proposals to strengthen the region’s
preventive diplomacy architecture.



